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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL ZIA 

1 . SUMMARY. GENERAL ZIA AND I WERE ABLE TO HAVE SEVERAL MINUTES 
OF PRIVATE CONVERSATION AT A DINNER SATURDAY NIGHT. 

UPPERMOST ON HIS MIND, EVIDENTLY, WAS A DESIRE FOR US TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT THEY HAD REGISTERED OUR CONCERN THAT 

A REALLY EFFECTIVE ATTACK ON BANGLADESH'S POPULATION PROBLEM 
WAS LONG OVER DUE. HE ALSO SPRINKLED THE CONVERSATION WITH 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER AMERICAN AID; HE EVINCED SOME 
CONFIDENCE ABOUT THE PROSPECT FOR CONTINUED CALM IN THE 
COUNTRY; SHRUGGED OFF RUMORS ABOUT ANY IMMINENT TOP-LEVEL 
CHANGES IN THE GOVERNMENT; AND REFLECTED THE USUAL 
APPREHENSION ABOUT INDIA BUT WITHOUT ANY SENSE OF 
IMMEDIATE CONCERN. END SUMMARY. 

2. ZIA OPENED OUR CONVERSATION BY REFERRING TO THE 
POINTS SENATOR MCGOVERN HAD MADE TO HIM LAST WEEK ABOUT 
BANGLADESH’S URGENT POPULATION PROBLEM AND SAID HE WANTED 
US TO KNOW THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD THIS WAS THEIR TOP PRIORITY. 
THEY REALIZED THAT THEY COULD MAKE NO REAL PROGRESS IN 
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IN BRINGING DOWN THE RATE OF POPULATION GROWTH. HE SAID 
THEY HAD NOW DESIGNATED SATTAR, ONE OF THEIR BEST AND MOST 
EFFECTIVE PEOPLE, AS THE SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF POPULATION 
MATTERS AND EXPECTED THIS PROGRAM TO GET MOVING. THEY WOULD 
ALSO ASSIGN MORE AND BETTER PEOPLE TO THIS WORK. AND WOULD 
ALSO BRING IN MORE WOMEN. I SAID I WAS PLEASED TO HEAR THIS 
AS BOTH HERE AND IN WASHINGTON DURING MY RECENT CONSULTATION 
I HAD BEEN HEARING MORE AND MORE EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN ABOUT 
WHAT HAD BEEN CONSIDERED, QUITE FRANKLY, AN UNSATISFACTORY 
RECORD IN THIS AREA. QUESTIONS WERE BEING RAISED ABOUT THE 
PURPOSE OF THE ENORMOUS AMOUNTS OF AID WE ARE PUTTING IN TO 
BANGLADESH IF THERE WERE SO LITTLE TO SHOW IN THE WAY OF 
CHECKING THE POPULATION GROWTH. 

3. HERE AND THERE IN THE CONVERSATION THE GENERAL RETURNED 
TO SUGGESTIONS ABOUT AMERICAN ASSISTANCE. AT ONE POINT HE 
ASKED IF WE COULD HELP MEET ONE OF THEIR PRESSING PROBLEMS 
IN THE EDUCATION AREA BY MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO BUILD 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AT THEIR UNIVERSITIES TO OFFER 
THE STUDENTS SOME USEFUL CHANNEL FOR THEIR ENERGIES WHEN 
THEY WERE NOT IN SCHOOL, A PROBLEM WHICH HE THOUGHT WAS A 
SERIOUS ONE IN BANGLADESH. HE HOPED WE COULD HELP THEM 
BUILD A COMPLEX OF SWIMMING POOLS, GYMNASIUMS, AND OTHER 
FACILITIES FOR SPORT AND RECREATION. WHEN I TRIED TO TURN 
THIS ASIDE BY POINTING OUT THAT IT WAS ONE THING FOR US TO 
GO TO THE CONGRESS FOR FERTILIZERS, FOODGRAINS AND CONTRA- 
CEPTIVES, BUT QUITE ANOTHER TO SUGGEST THAT WE BUILD 
SWIMMING POOLS, THE GENERAL PERSISTED AND ASKED US TO 
CONSIDER PROVIDING AT LEAST THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE COMPONENT 
WITH THE BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT TAKING CARE OF THE LOCAL 
CURRENCY NEEDS. I TOLD HIM MR. GARDINER, ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR 
IN AID FOR BANGLADESH AND OTHER COUNTRIES IN THIS AREA, WAS 
ARRIVING ON SUNDAY AND THAT I WOULD DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH 
HIM. HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT DURING THE MCGOVERN VISIT HE 
HAD DISCUSSED WITH THE SENATOR AND CHARGE CHESLAW THE 
POSSIBILITY OF OUR PROVIDING POLICE TRAINING - HE SAID HE 
WOULD LIKE TO SEND A GROUP OF THEIR POLICE TO NEW YORK CITY 
WHERE OUR METHODS OF COMBATTING CRIME WOULD BE HELPFUL TO 
BANGLADESH’S POLICE IN DEALING WITH MISCREANTS HERE - AND 
ALSO OUR SUPPLYING THEM WITH LIGHT EQUIPMENT SUCH AS RIFLES 
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AND COMMUNICATIONS GEAR FOR THEIR POLICE. I SAID I KNEW OF 
THIS REQUEST, WHICH WE HAD CONVEYED TO WASHINGTON, BUT THAT 
HE WOULD KNOW FROM OUR PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS THAT WE WERE 
PRIMARILY INTERESTED IN USING OUR RESOURCES TO HELP THEM 
IN AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, AND FAMILY PLANNING - 
THE CRUCIAL AREAS WHERE WE COULD HELP BEST. I SAID IN 
THIS CONNECTION THAT WE WERE WORKING RIGHT NOW ON THE 
QUESTION OF THE FURTHER FOODGRAIN DELIVERIES WE WOULD MAKE 
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FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR. WE ALSO DISCUSSED THE RECENT 
REQUEST (DACCA'S 0300) FOR $50 MILLION IN BUDGET SUPPORT AND 
I SUGGESTED TO GENERAL ZIA THAT HE SHOULD NOT BE 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THIS POSSIBILITY. I TOLD HIM THAT I 
UNDERSTOOD HE HAD ALSO SUGGESTED THAT WE SHOULD HAVE A 
MILITARY ATTACHE IN THE EMBASSY; I SAID THAT THIS MATTER WAS 
UNDER REVIEW AND THAT PERHAPS I WOULD HAVE SOMETHING MORE TO 
SAY ABOUT IT BEFORE LONG. 

4. (WITH RESPECT TO GENERAL ZIA’S REQUEST FOR POLICE 
TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT, BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER SMALLMAN 
TOLD ME ON SUNDAY THAT ZIA ALSO RAISED THIS QUESTION WITH 
HIM AT THE SAME DINNER. PURSUING LOWER LEVEL REQUESTS 
WHICH THE BRITISH HAD ALREADY RECEIVED FROM THE BDG. 

SMALLMAN SAYS HE TOLD ZIA THAT THERE MIGHT BE A POSSIBILITY 
OF THE BRITISH DOING SOMETHING ABOUT TRAINING BUT DISCOURAGED 
HIM FROM THINKING THAT THE BRITISH WOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
ANY FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT BEYOND THAT WHICH THEY 
HAD SUPPLIED UNDER AN EARLER PROGRAM. HE SAID THEY WERE 
ALSO UNDER PRESSURE FROM COMMODORE KHAN FOR NAVAL AID BUT 
THAT HE HAD TOLD THE COMMODORE THAT ANY SUCH AID WOULD 
HAVE TO BE ON A SATES BASIS.) 
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5. ZIA MADE THE INEVITABLE CRITICAL REFERENCE TO INDIA 
BUTNDID NOT DWELL ON THE SUBJECT OR SHOW ACUTE CONCERN 
ABOUT THE PRESENT STATE OF RELATIONS, ACKNOWLEDGING IN FACT 
ORTHAT THEY WERE NOW A LITTLE BETTER THAN THEY HAD BEEN. HE 
SAID IT WAS SURPRISING HOW MUCH OBJECTIONABLE MATERIAL 
ABOUT BANGLADESH WAS PRINTED IN THE INDIAN PRESS AND ALSO 
SURPRISING HOW THIS COULD HAPPEN UNDER THE EMERGENCY POWERS 
THERE. HE REFERRED TO THE ROBBING OF A HINDU TEMPLE (THE 
INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER HD MENTIONED THIS SAME CASE TO ME 
EARLIER IN THE WEEK) AND SAID THE INDIANS HAD MADE A FUSS 
ABOUT IT. WHEN THEY HAD LOOKED INTO IT THEY HAD FOUND THAT 
THE TEMPLE HAD BEEN LOOTED BY SEVEN THIEVES, FOUR OF WHOM 
WEE MOSLEM AND THREE OF WHOM WERE HINDU, SO THAT IT WAS JUST 
A CASE OF ORDINARY THIEVERY OF THENKINUUTHEY WERE ALWAYS 
RUNNING INTO. HE SAID THAT IN FUKT THEY HAD HAD NOT ONE 
SINGLE REAL INCIDENT OF COMMUNAL DIFFICULTIES SINCE THE 
CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT. I COMMENTED THAT THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY 

A CRUCIAL ISSUE FOR NEW DELHI AND WE HAD BEEN PLEASED TO 
SEE THE SPECIAL CONCERN SHOWN FOR IT HERE. 

6. PCTH RESPECT TO HIS DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, ZIA MADE THE 
POINTS THAT HE HAD BEEN TRYING TO BRING ABOUT MORE 
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DECENTRALIZATION OF GOVERNMENT, TO ENCOURAGE THE 
WORK OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, AND TO CONTINUE TO HOLD 
SMUGGLING UNDER MORE EFFECTIVE CONTROL. IN ANSWER TO MY 
QUESTIONS, ZIA EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE ABOUT THE OUTLOOK FOR 
CONTINUED CALM IN THE COUNTRY AND SAID THAT DISCIPLINE 
IN THE ARMED FORCES WAS NOT A PROBLEM AT PRESENT. WHEN I 
MENTIONED THAT I HAD HEARD RUMORS THAT IMPORTANT CHANGES 
MIGHT BE ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE AT THE TOP, HE SAID THESE 
RUMORS HAD BEEN CIRUCLATING FOR A MONTH NOW AND SHRUGGED 
THEM OFF. (THE RUMORS WE HAVE HEARD IN THE LAST FEW DAYS 
HAVE IT THAT PRESIDENT SAYEM HAS RESIGNED WITH AN EARLY 
EFFECTIVE DATE AND THAT FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE SIDDIQI WILL 
BECOME PRESIDENT.) 

7. COMMENT. THIS WAS, IN VIEW OF MY HOME LEAVE, MY FIRST 
MEETING WITH ZIA SINCE HIS EMERGENCE AS THE MAN EFFECTIVELY 
IN CHARGE OF BANGLADESH. I FOUND HIM AS RELAXED, SOFT- 
SPOKEN, AND FRIENDLY AS EVER AND SHOWING NO SIGNS OFNSTRAIN 
UNDER HIS NEW RESPONSIBILITIES. HE LOOKS AND ACTS, IQF 
ANYTHING, AS THOUGH HE IS ENJOYING BEING IN CHARGE. 

HIS ALMOST NAIVE APPROACH TO THE POSSIBILITIES OF AMERICAN 
AID ARE A REMINDER, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAS -QUITE UNDER- 
STANDABLY IN VIEW OF HIS YOUTH AND BACKGROUND - SOME 
LIMITATIONS OF PERSPECTIVE. I TOLD HIM THAT I WOULD LIKE 
TO BRING IN ASSISTANT AID ADMINISTRATOR GARDINER TO SEE 
HIM THIS WEEK, WHICH HE READILY AGREED TO, SO WE SHOULD HAVE 
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OCCASION LATER THIS WEEK TO REPORT FURTHER ON HIS VIEWS. 
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